IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-9. (cancelled) 

1 0.(cuiTently amended) Th e und e rp i nni n g p ile form i ng segment according 
to c l aim 0 An underpinning pile forming segment comprising a body defining a cylindrical 
configuration, haying a first end and a second end, said first end comprising a coooeratino 
extension affixed on said first end for engaging and interlocking with a cooperating 
depression affixed on a first different underpinning pile and said second end comprising 
a cooperating depression affixed on said second end for engaging and interlocking with 
a cooperatina extension affixed on a second different underoinnino pile, wherein said 
depression has a bottom and at least one slot extending into said depression and a 
second slot extending annularly about said bottom of said depression into a wall of said 
depression. 

1 1 .(currently amended) Th e und e rp i nn i ng pi l e forming s e gm e nt accord i ng to cla i m 
9 wh e r e in An underpinning pile forming segment comprising a body defining a cylindrical 
configuration, having a first end and a second end, said first end comprising a cooperating 
extension, said extension has at least one tab on a distal end thereof, for engaging a 
cooperating depression and interlocking with a cooDeratino element affixed on a first 
different u nderpinning pile and said second end comprising a cooperating depression, said 
depression [[has]] haying a bottom and at least one slot extending into said depression 
and a second slot extending annularly about said bottom of said depression into a wall of 
said depression, for engaging a cooperating extension and interlocking with a cooperating 


AAA 1838 CON AMP 01 


3 


element affixed on a second different underpinning pile . 
12-13. (cancelled) 

13.(new) A process of installing segmented underpinning piles for supporting a 
structure upon the earth comprising the steps of: 

removing a volume of earth from beneath a portion of the structure; 

positioning a first pile segment below said portion of said structure, said first pile 
segment comprising a body defining a cylindrical configuration, having a first end and a 
second end, (a) said first end comprising a cooperating extension affixed on said first end 
for engaging and interlocking with a cooperating depression affixed on a first different 
underpinning pile and (b) said second end comprising a cooperating depression affixed on 
said second end for engaging and interlocking with a cooperating extension affixed on a 
second different underpinning pile, wherein said depression has a bottom and at least one 
slot extending into said depression and a second slot extending annularly about said 
bottom of said depression into a wall of said depression; 

placing a jack between said first pile segment and said portion of said structure; 

driving said first pile segment a distance into unexcavated earth said first pile 
segment having an end extending out of the earth for engaging and interlocking with a 
second cooperating element affixed on a second pile segment comprising a body defining 
a cylindrical configuration, having a first end and a second end, (a) said first end 
comprising a cooperating extension affixed on said first end for engaging and interlocking 
with a cooperating depression affixed on a first different underpinning pile and (b) said 
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second end comprising a cooperating depression affixed on said second end for 
engaging and interlocl<ing with a cooperating extension affixed on a second different 
underpinning pile, wlierein said depression fias a bottom and at least one slot extending 
into said depression and a second slot extending annularly about said bottom of said 
depression into a wall of said depression; 

engaging and interlocl<ing a cooperating end of said first pile segment with a 
cooperating end of said second pile segment; whereby lateral stability of the interlocked 
pile segments is provided in the absence of a connecting cable between said pile 
segments; and 

driving said second pile segment another distance into the earth. 

14. (new) A process of installing segmented underpinning piles for supporting a 
structure upon the earth comprising the steps of: 

removing a volume of earth from beneath a portion of the structure; 

positioning a first pile segment below said portion of said structure, said first pile 
segment comprising a body defining a cylindrical configuration, having a first end and a 
second end, (a) said first end comprising a cooperating extension, said extension has at 
least one tab on a distal end thereof, for engaging a cooperating depression and 
interlocking with a cooperating element affixed on a first different underpinning pile and 
(b) said second end comprising a cooperating depression, said depression [[has]] having 
a bottom and at least one slot extending into said depression and a second slot extending 
annularly about said bottom of said depression into a wall of said depression, for engaging 


AAA 1838 CON AMD 01 


5 


a cooperating extension and interlocking witli a cooperating element affixed on a second 
different underpinning pile; 

placing a jack between said first pile segment and said portion of said structure; 

driving said first pile segment a distance into unexcavated earth said first pile 
segment having an end extending out of the earth for engaging and interlocking with a 
second cooperating element affixed on a second pile segment comprising a body defining 
a cylindrical configuration, having a first end and a second end, (a) said first end 
comprising a cooperating extension, said extension has at least one tab on a distal end 
thereof, for engaging a cooperating depression and interlocking with a cooperating element 
affixed on a first different underpinning pile and (b) said second end comprising a 
cooperating depression, said depression ([has]] having a bottom and at least one slot 
extending into said depression and a second slot extending annularly about said bottom 
of said depression into a wall of said depression, for engaging a cooperating extension and 
interlocking with a cooperating element affixed on a second different underpinning pile; 

engaging and interlocking a cooperating end of said first pile segment with a 
cooperating end of said second pile segment; whereby lateral stability of the interlocked 
pile segments is provided in the absence of a connecting cable between said pile 
segments; and 

driving said second pile segment another distance into the earth. 


AAA 1838 CON AMD 01 


6 


